CHAPTER VI

SPECIAL DEFECTS IN LANGUAGE ABILITY

FROM a practical standpoint it is found that the differ-
ent aspects of language ability do not present a psycho-
logical unity. We know that defects in one or several
aspects may exist without involving other phases. As
a simple illustration of this, may be mentioned the fact
that we frequently have studied individuals who have
great difficulty in mastering reading, but who, neverthe-
less, speak well and seem to have no difficulty in the use
of language as a medium of self-expression. This anomaly
is very clearly shown in cases of feeble-minded verbalists,
who, while unable to learn to read one language even
fairly well, are able to converse in several. Then, too,
we have known some who, while able to read quite well,
have much difficulty in clear expression of their own ideas
and little feeling for good use of language. Then there
are those who are able to read fluently, but who cannot
reproduce the ideas contained in the passage read. If
all this is true, there must be distinct differences in the
mental processes underlying language in its various as-
pects.

In discussing the topic of language, its teaching and
the psychological principles involved, Meumann main-
tains that the whole field, from reading to the learning of
foreign languages, is a unit psychologically considered,
and that it must therefore be regarded as such pedagogi-
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